
1682

money a convalescent home in connexion with the
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. The residue of the estate,
it is expected, will be worth between .6200.000 and
iBSOO,OOO. He directs that the home should be named
the "AstIey-Ainslie Institution" in memory of his late
nephew Mr. John Astley-Ainslie, son of the late Mr.
John Ainslie of Huntington, East Lothian. The trustees are
empowered to buy ground to an extent suitable for the
hospital, with garden, policies, and recreation ground around
it. It is also stipulated that the deeds necessary for the
carrying out of this purpose shall be prepared by, or in the
sight of, such person or persons as the judges of the Court
of Session in either of its divisions shall appoint, and the
deed has also to be submitted to, and approved of by, the
Court.

Health and Sanitary Condition of Aberdeenshire.
The report for the year 1899, which has just been issued

by Dr. James P. Watt, medical officer of the county of

Aberdeen, shows that the total number of births registered in
the eight districts of the county was 3431, or 28’3 of the
estimated population (excluding burghs) of 121,260, while
the total number of deaths reported was 1653, or 13 6

per 1000. The death-rate in the different districts, when
calculated out, varied as follows :-Deer district, 15’1 per
1000; Ellon, 98; Garioch, 153; Deeside, 12-4; Turriff, 17-3;
Aberdeen, 13 9; Alford, 12-8; and Huntly, 10’2. The mean

temperature at the different meteorological stations, it may be
mentioned, ranged from 43 5&deg; to 4?0&deg; F., and the rainfall for
the year from 20 87 inches to 35-56 inches. During the year
814 cases were intimated under the Infectious Diseases (Noti-
fication) Act, 1889, as against 1019 for the previous year-
viz : diphtheria, 122; erysipelas, 166; scarlet fever, 412; and
enteric fever, 114. Of the 814 cases 300 were removed to
hospital, there being now accommodation in all the districts.
Of the 412 cases of scarlet fever reported (229 fewer than
in the previous year) only three died, and there was no
extensive outbreak of enteric fever, the cases happening
either singly or in small groups. The drainage and water-
works of all the villages are reported to be "good" or
"fair," and scavenging has improved in all the districts
except Aboyne, Torphins, and Braemar, where " nothing has
as yet been done."

University of Aberdeen.
The Senatus having inquired into certain riotous proceed-

ings by medical and other students at Marischal College on
May 21st, during which Herr Hein, lecturer on German, was
assaulted on account of supposed pro-Boer opinions, have
reprimanded 16 students altogether, two of whom have also
been fined 5 guineas each and three others 3 guineas each.
The committee of the Senatus report that they strongly
condemn the conduct of the students in their attack on a
teacher of the University as being disgraceful and

incapable of justification, and that such conduct should
not be passed over without due punishment. At the
same time the committee record their " desire to bear in
mind that the students were actuated by a strong feeling of
loyalty which made them resent in their own way what
they regarded as an insult to Her Majesty, and that this
feeling had been much intensified by recent events."
Further, the Senatus, " having regard to the disorderly con-
duct of certain students at the recent graduation ceremony,
has imposed modified fines of two guineas and one guinea
on two students who were convicted of such conduct and of
giving false names." The Senatus, it should be mentioned,
disapproved of Herr Hein’s conduct in the exhibition to his
class of a cartoon disrespectful to the Queen. The general
body of students have subscribed the fines imposed.
June 4th.

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
OWING to recent circumstances in connexion with the

election of President the annual meeting for the choice of the
new officers of the Royal College of Surgeons which took place
on June 4th was viewed with more than usual interest. Mr
T. Myles was elected President without opposition. Mr. L. H.
Ormsby, surgeon to the Meath Hospital, and Mr. F. T. Heus-
ton contested the vice-presidency, for which the former was
elected by a considerable majority. The following is a list of

the other officers of the College :-Honorary Secretary Sir
Charles Cameron, C.B. Council: Dr. A. H. Jacob, Sir
Philip Smyly, Sir William Stokes, Mr. H. R. Swanzy, Mr.
E. H. Bennett, Sir Charles Cameron, C.B,, Dr. A. Meldon,
D.L., Mr. C. B. Ball, Mr. R. L. Swan, Sir William Thomson,
Mr. J. B. Story, Mr. J. Lentaigne, Mr. A. Chance, Mr. J. J.

Cranny, Mr. R. D. Purefoy, Mr. H. G. Sherlock, Mr. R. B.
McCausland, Mr. G. Stoker, and Mr. F. Conway Dwyer. It
will be noted that some changes have taken place in the
per.qonnel of the Council. Mr. Graves Stoker is a new member
of Council. Mr. William Stoker, who was a member of
Council last year, recently accepted the post of Examiner in
Surgery, while Mr. Conway Dwyer, who filled that examiner-
ship last session, has now become a member of Council.

Royal Medical Benevolent Fund Society of Ireland.
The annual meeting of the Royal Medical Benevolent

Fund Society of Ireland was held on June 4th at the Royal
College of Physicians, Kildare-street. The chair was

occupied by the President of the College, Sir John W.
Moore, and there was a representative attendance to whom
the report was submitted.

’, The Able-bodied Pauper.
’ 

One of the great blemishes of the Irish Poor-law system is
the number of paupers all quite able to earn their own
livelihood who crowd the workhouses. Some time ago it
was decided to have a parade of able-bodied paupers re-
siding in the Belfast workhouse, when it was found 600 were
on the roll ; now these have been reduced to 75, through
the influence of the guardians getting them remunerative
employment, and in part owing to the war. The number
now are not sufficient to do the duties about the place, and
it is proposed to give each man volunteering to work two,
ounces of tobacco weekly.

The Ulster (Benn) Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospital.
The twenty-ninth annual meeting of the supporters of

this hospital was held in the board-room of that insti-
tution in Belfast on May 30th. In the report sub.
mitted it was stated that in 1899 there were 1700
patients treated in the hospital, and of these 286 were

intern cases. The total receipts of the hospital from all
sources amounted to 729 15s. 2., and the expenditure to
.&bgr;79117s. ld., so that there is a loss on the working of the
hospital for the year of f.62 Is. lld. The committee have
decided to increase the charge per week for intern patients
from 10s. to 15s. Were it not for the Benn endowment and
building funds, which amounted to 8000, it would be
impossible to keep the hospital going under an additional
expense of f.300 or 400 a year, so that the greatest care is
taken to keep down expenditure in every department of the
hospital.

The Typhoid Fever Epidernic in Belfast.
I regret to report the continued prevalence of typhoid

fever in Belfast. It may for convenience be called an

epidemic, but it is really simply an exaggerated condition
of what unfortunately is now a normal condition in Belfast,
Between April 22nd and May 19th 177 cases of typhoid fever
were notified. As to the cause of the present outbreak it is
most difficult to say. It would appear that the largest number
of cases occurred in the neighbourhood of the Crumlin
and Shankhill-roads (No. 3 and No. 10 districts), though
the houses are comparatively recently built, generally in
good sanitary condition on an elevated site, and the streets
are wide and airy. The districts in Belfast which are most
free from the disease are No. 1 and No. 5 (the Dock and
Brown-square districts), and in these are some of the
worst alleys and oldest houses in the city. This would seem
to show that absence of fresh air and the presence of
old and badly constructed houses have nothing to do with
the present epidemic. Then, again, on the theory that the
disease is water-borne it does seem strange why certain parts
of the city are affected and not others supplied from the
ame source. Thus 19 out of the 57 cases notified last
week occurred in Shankhill Ward. No wonder it was stated
in the city corporation that the Public Health Department
" was at its wit’s end to find the cause of the outbreak of

: typhoid." Further, the state of the rivers and dams in the
district is blamed by some as the cause of the outbreak and
steps are being taken to make them clean. For the foar
weeks ending May 19th there were 64 deaths from zymotic

: disease, while in the corresponding period of last year there
: 

were 53. The death-rate from zymotic diseases was 2’3.
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while the mortality from the same cause was for the

corresponding period of 1899 only 1 9 per 1000. Scarlet
fever is still prevalent, but as showing the mildness of
this zymotic there have been no deaths. One of the
Belfast papers calls special attention to the fact that

the public officer of health reports that for the four weeks
ending May 19th six cases of puerperal fever were notified.
At the last weekly meeting of the Belfast Board of Guardians
Dr. E. Coey Bigger, physician to the Fever Hospital, applied
for additional temporary nurses, to cope with the increased
number of typhoid fever patients who have recently been
admitted. The present staff are overworked.

The .J.llilk-Supply of the City of Belfast.
At a meeting of the City Council of Belfast on June lst,

Sir Otto Jaffe (ex-Lord Mayor) moved that it be an instruc-
tion to the Public Health Committee to collect information
as to the supervision of the milk-supply in municipalities in
the United Kingdom, America, and on the continent,
particularly in regard to pasteurisation, &c., and that
this information when collected be printed and furnished
to the members of the council. There can be no

question that in reference to the supervision of the

milk-supplies of cities in the United Kingdom we are,
with few exceptions, very much behind the municipalities on
the continent and in America. There is here really no
adequate supervision of the production of milk by boards
of health such as prevails now in the majority of the States
of North America, where authority is exercised in stamping
out infectious disease prevalent among cows and in inducing
a better management of cowhouses and dairies. In very few
cities in the United Kingdom can certified milk be procured
-that is, milk obtained from dairies where a committee con-
sisting of physicians, pathologists, veterinary surgeons, and
chemists certify after careful examination as to the general
condition of the dairies. We are also far behind American
cities in being able to obtain a supply of milk suited in its

proportions to the different ages and digestive condition of
infancy. Sir Otto Jaffe is moving in the right direction.

IrisA Boards of Guardians and their il’Iedical Offleers.
The friction between the boards of guardians in Ireland

and their officers-the dispensary doctors-still continues.
Here are two recent cases:-Mr. J. J. Todd applied to the
Omagh Board of Guardians for iB3 3s. for acting as locum-
tenens for Mr. C. Hunter of Carrickmore who was subpoenaed
to Dublin as a Crown witness. The board had refused to

pay on the grounds that their medical officer should pay
his own substitute, and the matter is now left to the Local
Government Board to settle. At the meeting of the Omagh
Gaardians on June 2nd the chairman said he thought Mr.
Todd was entitled to his money, but he alleged that an irregu-
larity was committed by Mr. Hunter going off without any
permission from the board of guardians or sanction
of the Local Government Board. Mr. Hunter; however,
replied that he acted strictly in accordance with the rules
of the Local Government Board because in the face of
a summons which said, "Fail not on your peril," it was
not necessary to apply to the guardians. He had simply to
apply to the relieving officer and he it was who appointed a
substitute to do the work. It was decided to call the atten-
tion of the Local Government Board to the action of
Mr. Hunter in leaving the district without the permission
of the guardians. Again, in Ballymena, Mr. R. Currie,
medical officer of health, applied to the guardians on
June 2nd for leave of absence for seven days, nominating
as his substitute Dr. W. R. Davison. Mr. Currie
stated that he intended to apply for holidays later in
the season. The guardians unanimously agreed that their
board do not allow more than seven days as holidays
to their dispensary medical officers in the year. Further,
they decided to let Mr. Currie have the seven days on
the understanding that these were all the holidays which
they would give him this year unless he provided a substitute
at his own expense, and they would only pay Dr. Davison
at the rate of 2 guineas per week. All this unfortunate
friction has arisen through the Local Government Board
making a rule so ambiguous that its interpretation was
doubtful. It is rumoured that in the course of the next ten
days they will issue a new set of rules and in doing so they
might remember a dictum laid down by the hero of Mafeking
in his book " Aids to Scouting," which is as follows : "The
secret of getting successful work out of your trained men lies
in one nutshell-in the clearness of the instructions they

receive." If the Local Government Board will simply state
what is the length of the holidays for dispensary medical
officers and what is the payment for their substitutes all this
wrangle will cease. It is incumbent on them to make their
rules clear and devoid of all anbiguity alike in the interests
of the guardians and of their medical officers.

Charitable Bequests.
By the will of Mr. G. Washington Charters, who for a long

time resided in Belfast, iBSOOO have been left to the endow-.
ment fund of the Royal Victoria Hospital and .f.l000 have
been bequeathed to the Belfast Hospital for Sick Children.
June 5th.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Solidarit6 Universitaire.
THERE has recently been founded, under the name of

Solidarit6 Universitaire Soci&eacute;t&eacute; d’Assistance Mutuelle des
Etudiants Francais et 1iJtrangers," an association the aim
of which is to assist students both past and present who
have studied at higher educational establishments both
in France and abroad but who are resident in Paris. The
society proposes to find for its clients work suited to their

particular form of study, such as translations, analyses
of various works, bibliographical researches, preeis, and
similar work. The society comprises four classes of mem-
bers-active members, givers of donations, founders, and
honorary members. It is an interesting association and
deserves encouragement.

Openi,ng of the Pasteur Hospital.
A new hospital has just been opened in Paris under con-..

ditions which make a real landmark in the medical world... ’.

The actual official opening of the hospital has not taken
place, for at present only one of the two blocks is in

working order, but it is hoped that the other block will
be ready by the month of July and that the foreign
medical men attending the various Medical Congresses
will be able to admire the hospital as a whole.
The hospital is devised upon an altogether new plan
and apparently is a realisation of the most perfect
type of this kind of building at present existing. The
funds necessary for its erection were offered to Pasteur
some days before his death by an anonymous benefactor,
and one of the last joys of that great man was to learn that
a dream of his life was about to be fulfilled. The hospital
stands in the rue Vaugirard, No. 213, upon a large plot-
of land facing the Pasteur Institute. That portion of the-
site which looks on to the rue Dutot is occupied by the-
great Institute of Biological Chemistry which was built out.
of a legacy left by the Baroness Hirsch and which is presided
over by Professor Duclaux. The buildings of the new

hospital are characterised by a feature all too uncommon in
France-namely, a special fitness for the purpose for which
they are intended. The architect is M. Florent Martin, a
brother of Dr. Martin, assistant director of the Pasteur
Institute, who, together with Dr. Roux, has given the
minutest attention to all the details. The buildings consist
of a number of isolated blocks connected by underground
corridors. In the part looking on the rue de Vaugirard there
is to the right a consultation block containing also

quarters for the staff ; to the right again is a small block
destined for the lodging of the medical superintendent.
In the middle of the site are two large blocks, identical
in aspect, connected by a winter garden and a garden.
for the use of the patients. On the left the whole,
length of the site is occupied by a large block given
over to general wards and disinfection rooms, while.
to the right at the back of the wards is an anatomical
theatre. When a patient applies for entry to the hospital
he goes through the consulting room into one of the.
six isolation rooms on the ground floor where he is examined
by the medical officer who decides as to whether the

malady is infectious or not. If it is the patient is shown
into a special room called the ckambre d’entr&eacute;e and the
isolation room out of which he goes is promptly disinfected.
In the clulInbre d’entr&eacute;e he strips completely and has a bath
or a douche if there be no indication to the contrary. He
then puts on hospital clothing and is put to bed in a bed
whinh is wheeled or taken in a lift to another isolation room


